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Apologles for gmetting Irosser's credit ocut of order, but I overlooled i3
until all the rest had been typed.

Tucker's column is reprinted from our FiPiazine, VANDY (as will be, prob-
ably, all future lnstallments,) This should make no dlfferencs 4o 0% of
our readers and I probably won't mention reprinting on the futirs in-
stallments — or mavbe I will. Xerry's poem 1s 2180 reprinted, but I
don't know where Trom, She sald 1t hed been putlished by one of the
"]ittle magazines!, but she didrnit recall which one. At any rate, I
douvct if our resders have geen 1t vefore,

Co% scme more comments from Nirenberg on stf and newsdealers today; they
»~ will probably be ln the next issue,



Bah! Once azain I mmst apoloziie
for the repro - this time it's the
ink, Tuaere 'ill be an inordinave
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) smount of show=through on this issue
/ —_— because the Roneo ink is gone ond I
/ qjyzgi had to resort tc the can of frozen
b2, “fzﬁw or whnotever Speedonrint economy - 1
7 éégﬂ menaged to pick us another can {af -
o ter having to come Ho a screeching
3= halt on the run because the frozen
() ink completely gunked tne ink pad
W*VXK”“=5252§J and drum ~ ughl is that a messy job)
PITTCON OR " o —_— L d

( e J but it, too, is not up to the usual
LB !quality and has a b ad tendency to
separate, On woll, there will be a fair amount of time ©ill the October
issue coaes out, and maybe I can scout around for sone good inice

Kerry entitled her poem (in this issue) '"Dans le Village™, bub that
was before she got in fandom, I think she will find her poen ig a fair
description of a certain typ e of fan party, too. It's not a sort oi
party I enjoy attending, because I don't enjoy myself auzongst pcople
naking fools of thenselves as a result of liguor (if they want to be
fools without the aid of the liguor, that's another situation). Perhaps
my intclerance is due to the facd thet I don't care for tie stron; stuil
- being a weirdo who won't drink if I don't like taie taste of = mething,
end my tazste runs to wine, beer, and sloe pin - just a sissy, taat's
mes But I agree with Buclkt's ctatement last month, thab it can!'t be much
of a party if you have to get “runk to enjoy its

iell, it is now lionday, with only four wuore days to go till Pittcon
time, and this is the last stencil to be typed, with two stencils (count-
ing this one)} yet to be run, and ghead lies tue appalling taslk ol asscm=
bling 170 copies of this thing, - and my feet hurt. High arches hurt
just es much as fallen ones, or at least I imagine they do3 I have ezx-
tremely high arches and a lot of foot trouble as a result, Itt'll all
seen i{ine by Friday ofternoon then we actually take off, out right now
T wvouldn't have the encrgy bto attend a con.

Tis is zoing to be a fannish week, 1 see. DeWeeses are on their
vecation, and Saturday we got vogetaer with bev and Gene and James Adaas
(bev and I listened to rhyythm and blges tapes from Les Nirenberg and
the male fans played nriegspicels)s Then Sunday we (the four of us)went
to ODulver, Indiana, to visit the most fannish non=fan we know, a char-
acter norcd Denver Crozier, having a ball listening to his outrageous
yarns (I suspect if we could geot him down om paper, he would rapidly be=
sore a hoosier Burbee). A4And there have been thone calls from fans in
prodi,ious amountS....mostly wita tie sad news out people we hoped to
see at Pitt. uLerry informs me neitiher she nor liez Bracdley will be aal-
ing Pittsburgh, and today Joe sanders called about some reprint rights
on Yanart and gave me the additional blow that he wont!t be coming, It's
all sone ncfarious plot, I'm sure,

Wetll be leaving anderson, Indiana about 5:15 Friday, anG ve have
vague nopes of zebtbting to Pitit in time to ottend a late party, but these
ere very vasue hopes (so we find out US 40 is detoured along our entire
route)sasss.but for all of those we hope to mcet there, and for gll of
those we wish we could weet there, luck and MmilidiosecssesssccsenseadiiC




)Those perceptive souls who read ev-
ery bit of the issue will hgve no-
ticed the price increase, 'e are
not filthy cepitalists, sdueezing
the earnings of poor but honest (7}
fans, but we are running 170 coples
of this issue, and paying out some-
whet more money than we're ta'ing
in, (I don't ohject to losinz noaey
on YAWDRO, within limits, but the
1imit has just been reacied.) Also,
the circulation hszs been ilncreasing
‘I by leaps and bourds, and I want %o
slow it down. The traditional wey of cutting circulation is fo refuse
new subscriptions, uinless they come from friends, or friende of friends,
but YA DRO heg trzditionally beern edlted for fringe-fans, and T donlg
want $0 prevent interested newcomers from petting a copy. Readers who
ere really interested in it will keep on getting 1t, even if 1t does cost
more; the ones who weren't as interested will drop off. At the scme tlue,
i'm cetting tongher with fanzine trades; this will be the last issue for
severgl of you, T ose who publish well, but infreauently, will not get
another YAYDRO vwatil I see anotiier copy of your zine; those who publish
frequently but not very well may be dropped altogether, Incidentally,
subs will be accented at the "1,50 rete for a time from those who have
been receiving the ma~ resularly in the past, whether they had a sub or
were buying 1%t an issue or two a2t a time. I'm tryinz not to dlscourago
anyone who really wants the mag, Lut I'm golng t0 shalre loose the Ceal-
wood; if 20¢ doesn't do 1t I'll charpe more,

I'm hoping to ses 2 lot of you at Pittsburgh, A note to those of you
whom T don't know by sight -- if you hepnen to notice me, come up and in-
troduce yourself, because I'll probvebly never notice you. (For those uho
heve met me before, welt until I wallr by you without speaking before
hailing me; I might recogrize you, though 1t's doubtful.) I'm glving ad-
vance warning thls time -- in other years I've been sccused of snubbing
people, waile the truth is that faces just don't register on me. I can
stznd 6 feet from someone I've known for years and not see him ~- in fect,
I daid this in a local grocery last weelr, which 1s what remlnded me to
write this, I wes just stending there, minding my own business, when an
01d friend —- hell, I went to school with the guy -- got tired of belng
ignored and sioved a package of frozen fish ageinst my bare arm, (If you
happen to be carrying any frozen fish at the con, you have an ideal meth-
od of being recognized -~ I suarantee it to startle gnyone, even me, into
an swareness of his surroundings.) At any rate, you have now been warned;
if you ses me at the con and I don't speak to you, you have only yourself
to blame. ;

Hay fever season is in full swing, So fer I've missed little worlk,
though soie of the time I mlght a8 well heve been home. Of course, there
is an Iinducement for me to go, no matter how bad T feel; the offlice 1s
eir conditioned, znd our house isn't. Right now, though, I'm walilng anx-
fously for frost, and wondering why I continue to live in Indiana. ?Hy
co-vorkers gre vaiting snxiously for frost, too, because then I'1ll stop
smoring my vile asthma clparettes. I've often wondered why the compgnies
don't promote those things for Ycures" for smoking; 1n addition %o the
horrible taste, once you've smolked a lot of them a regular cigeretie has
no taste whatsoever, and no appesal,) R3C




PROGAESS REPORT 0N PROJECT 376

by ROY TACKETT —

I realize that it is somewhat inappropriate to publish a report on an
experiment prior to the time that experiment is successfully completed .
I feel, however, that Project 976 is of sufficlent importance to warrant
the issuance of a progress report on the status of the work at nrescnb.

Several years ago while between assignments T was whiling away the
hours perusing one of the pupuler illustrated technical. journels, My
interest was caught by & rather obscure article concerning the accident=
sl and natursal creation of a Heape

For those unfamiliar with the speciss I shell explain that a Heap 1s
a nulking, animated mass of semi~3entient adipocere and sphagnum.,. The
appearanco and odor of a Heap iz quite revolting and 1ikely to induce
nausea in the unscicntiric layman but these are minor to the true scian-
tiSt. i

Lccording to the srticle the original Heap was formed by accident
vhen a World War [ German Tlver, whose name was, 1O doubt, Iurt wvon
Something-or-other, crashed in one of those impenetrable swamps S0 cS =
sential ©o the tales and myths of Central Europe. After several years
of decaying, luxuriating, bubbling, changing chemnically, and simmering
over a slow burner, the downed Germen flyer emerged from the bog as a
Heap.

The article fascinated me. I was fired with gin and the spirit ol
creativity, which, as Preud explains, can take strange turns., I was in-
apired to make o heap thereby determining to prove once again that ,
through the triumph of science, what nature could.creave man could dup-
licate,.
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As in any great scientific experiment much basic researnh was neces-

sary, First it was essential to become weil informed on the subject of
swamps. I consulted the works of such experts as Francls Marion and Redd
Boggs. At last I felt that I knew enough abouw swamp conditions to com-

mence the experinent,

Duplicating these necessary conditions in the laboratory proved Go be
an exceedingly difficult and expensive procedure. The vast quantities
of water required for the aquatic plants; thie addition of the proper an-
imal 1life and bacteria along with the problem of maintaining the proper
tempersture to induce optimum decay; ail these were hardships of the
first order. Several times I felt that I was on the verge of success
when the experiment had to be abandoned berause some anti-~scientific
busybody complained to the Board of Health,

The Tirst real breakthrough in the project came when I came to the
South Carolina Tiow Gountry., I found that here I could do without the
bulky and exzpensive laboratory equipment needed in other climes as nabe
ural conditions are most favorable for this type of project.

Having carefully selected my laboratory site, a picturesque patch of
quagmire nestled amid bull gators and Venus Fly Traps, I turned next to
the problem of obtasining the nucleus of a Heap -- a downed German flyer.
This problem seemed almost insurmountable when & rare stroke of luck
came my way. 1 received through the mail a catelog from a New York im-
port house advertising the close-out of a limited number of downed fly-
ers imported from the Soligen region of West Germany at the special
price of $1.98 each, plus a few cents for handling aend shipping. I was
elated at this turn of good fortune and immediately sent off an order
for three. You can imagine how eegerly I awaited the shipment. This
was to be the final step in the great cxperiment that had occupied my
time for so many years,

The packasge finally arrived. I checked the contents carefully to
make aure that thesoe were genuine dowrGernan flyers and not some cheap
for Dastern imitation., They proved up to specification so I removed
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iber to the laboratory site and after making a careful note of the tire
(it was 10:03:15 a,m.) I dropped them into the quazmire.

‘ Since tha®b time the work has settled down to tke making of routine
ichecks on the status of the eryperiment, I am happy to report that prog-
ress so far is satisfactory and I expect the successful cuimination ol
tne project around 1985,
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A DORIC COLUMN

v i D ol tuckiers

Srarpirg Up The Rare Ones:

"Recently the edlitor came across a real find in a rare magazine
store, a doaler who had several hunCred coples of the original ALAZING
| STORIES wherein the Shaver Mystery first appeared in great detail. ¥nowe-
ing that some of our readers, perticularly those doing Shaver research,
‘would like some of these original Jsesues, we bought the entire 10T o»e
|at a price which would st1ll allow resders to afford buylng them, The
price 1s only $1.00 each and we will picl: out the best lssues for the
Tirst persons .ee" (Gray Barker, in The Saucerian Bulletin 421)

The Stars Are Ours:

In my spare time {in between push—buttons) I'm working up a real
jim-dandy science fiction plece about authors and editors who choose
names of stars to put into story titles, I mean, using star names in
actual titles, For exemple, seven storiles used Sirius in thelr $itles ~
only seven out of the thousands upon thousands oi titles listed in Don |
Day's Index. And from what I can discover SO far, only apbout a dozen
stars have been rnamed in all the twenty-flve years covered by the Index,
1t seems incredible for a pack of science fiction people. T ovogels &b
ovr authors: untold thousands of stai's, untold thousands of stories,and
they make use cf perhaps twelve names.

Science Fletion Times, Thou Art Incomparable:

WTed Carnell announced hat Nova Movels will be revived in the New
Yesr ... He wants to publish the classics of sclence flction ——= the
kind that have not been in hardcovers or paperbacks. One which 1s plan—
ned is THE WEAPON HAKERS," (Taurasi-?? 1n issue #327)

The Weapon liakers (hardcover): Hadley Publishing Co., 1947

One Against Eternity (TWif retitled, paperback): Ace books, 1955
Taitcrial comment: Wilson (Bob) Tucker has written and had published
at least 5 stf novels and over a dozen short stories {I don't nave a
Dav Index to check, so I go by memory) and in nct one of them does the
title of a star appear.
Favorlte Fan Misspellings: by Bon Franson _

The word for this month is competent, People who can't spell con

petent are not incompetent, O they shouid ve able t2 keep the ants oub
of their tonteo.




dans le village
— ——
People grasping
Cocktall glasses
Stand in gasping,
Teeming masses.
People suoking,
Pesople drinking,
Coughing, clioking,
Getting stinking,
Scme discreetly
Boiled or fried,
Some completely
Ossified,
Liquor spllling,
Trousers sopping,
Steady swilling,
Bodies dropping.
Glasses falling
On tihwe floor,
People calling,
"Drop some more,"
Bodies steaning,
Morals stretching, :
WYomen screaming, ' Y g,
One man retching, s \\J§“&%W
Heavy smoking, ) 23
Air gets thickers
Someone croaking,
"o riors liquoress’
What? What?
o
iore
Liquorses
People snicker,
Unbelieving,
¥o more liquor?
Let!s be leaving.
Ko more drinking?
Groans and hissest
¥hat a stinking
Porty this is,
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TE TERH cwa o) OF SCIENCE FICTION

Beirg Instructive end Edifying Commentery by various and sundry Good
Pegople, pertaining to the recent Commendable Article by Ted hite on
"The Desath Of (magazine) Science Fiction®, We begin with the well-lknown
Canedlan cartoonist, bon vivant, and proprietor of the Co-IExistence
Candy Store:

: LES NIRENBERG

Ten years ago there were four distrlhution companlies in Toronto.
Todey there are only two, The bull of magezines, novels and other pub-
licgtions is handled by the Sinnot Hews Jo, This compsany has become SO
large, having agbsorbed the titles formerly hendled by the defunct com—
panies, that they have become, and are dally becoming more dictatorisl,
Fortunately they are not quite as dictatorial as the American distrib-
utors, In many cities in the U.S,, retallers are told which titles they
will give full cover display to snd which titles They will place on the
top shelves., iNew accounts in the States are also toid that they must
devote a certain amount (dependlng on the distributor) of floor spece
to magazines or no dice. Reteilers are more or less forced to how to
their demands or they Gon't handlie mageszines. This, I feel, is one of
the problems racing not only the publisher of stf, but the distributor
and retaller plso, There are so manv titles on the racks today, due not
only to the exlt of wholesslers but to tine tremendouvs increase of map-
azines In general in the last Ten years, that the distributors have a
terrific job ieeping tracl cf them, One of the jobs of the distributor
is a dally call on each rack in which he checks all magazines, taking
inventory and bringing in zny megazlres which are sold out or low in
stock, The increase in titles has mede this "checkup! a21lmost impossible,
I have &t this momentv no less thet 200 titles on nmy mag rack alone. o
¢o a proper checkun of all magazines on the rack would be impossible,
since tvhe job would take upwards of an hour or so, The drivers couldn't
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possibly cover 211 their accounts in one day, because most routes have
50 or more accounts on them. To further complicate things many racks
are usually in disarray. As a result the drivers can only do thelr
checkups twice a week and if they're Jucky three times a week., Then they
can only check the weeklies and the faster selliing monthllies.

With 200 titles on my rack (which measures 8', the minlmum allowed
by the distributor), I can't be expected to give full cover display to
all magazines. The only ones which get full cover are the fast-selling
weeklies. Other than this it couldn't be done, An overlapping displaey
is about the only thing which is possible, and even then I often have
to send a few titles back because I can't get them on the rack (don't
worry, 1t's not stf I send back but stuff like UNCENSORED, HUSH-HUSH,
etc.) Nevertheless, many stores do send stf mags back almost immedlately
without giving them a chance on the stand, The biggest offenders are
drug-stores. Since the druggist feels he "pust protect the interests o1
his customers" he proclaims himself censor and sends back whatever he
feels 1like sending back. Science fictlon is not the only sufferer here;
PLAYBOY, ROGUE and many other mags have been sent back immediately.This
type of censorship 1is one thing that might have killed stf mag pubbling.

The bastard size of many stf mags also accounts for loss in sales,
They, as well as such small zines as ALFRED HITCHCOCK and HANHUNT are
just damned hard to display. But the tremendous popularity of the lat-
ter two has forced the distributor to take good care of them, giving
them full cover and proper checkup., The size also hag a 10t to do uwlith
the impression made on customers. any of them refuse to pay 35i for a
i-.size mag when they can buy a copy of MAD for a quarter. I know These
people are all clods but let's face it you have to sell to them To meke
money, and money l1s what the publisher wants,

I feel the whole problem is in distribution and display. At the
moment this is handled solely by the distributor and it's evident that
he 1sn't hendling it very well. YWith the great mass of tltles now in
distribution he couldn't possibly be expected to do a better job. 'hat
to do? Dell Tubs, seems to have a fairly workable system with their
pocket books, A publisher's representatlve vislits stores regularly
{approx., every six weeks) and makes sure that his titles are well rep-—
recented snd well stocked, Ye re-arranges the dlsplay and cleans up the
rack (but still talking lnto consicderation the other publisher's sturf,
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ard not hiding it). In this way he makes sure the distributor is dolng

a «00d. job in checking his stuff and displaylng it, If it's.not up ©oO
nis standard he files a report to the publisher who in turn threatvens

40 cut Ooff the distributor if he doesn't smarten up. This type of act-

| ton is hard in clties where there 1s only one distributor, but most C1T-
| Les have at least two. Publishers that have only a few titles could band
ltogether and hire representatives to take care of their lines in various
cities. This might do away with this business of stacking magazines witb
|only the bindings showing, Also pressure could be brought on the dls-

| sributors to cut down their routes and hire more men. Then each stand
|wou1d get better service., Right now the Sinnott News Co. charges 1,00
‘per wegk for service, but I wouldn't mind paylng %2.00 a weex if they
could remove some of the crap llke FOLLIZS, EYE, CHICKS & CHUCKLES,which
1s continuglly oversitocked and never sells, Then maybe thls would leave
some room for stf,

BOB LICHTMAN
“hite's idea for a paperbeck magazine is a good one, but I believe
that already something similar to this was trled irn stf some years ago
when the British AUTHENTIC or some other British title was appearing
in a thlek paperback. I don't have any of these 1n my collection =« I
just saw and leafed through one at a magazine store —- so I can't say
what the organization was, but Ted's ideas on this llne are sound enouvgh,

DON FRANSOW |

"The Death of legazine Science Fiction" is one of the best siTnal
articles I've secen’ in any fanzine to date. I don't like Ted's pocketw
book idea too well, possibly because of thé necessity tc lie to the pub-
lic; there is too much of that done in sif, and 1t always offended me,
vhether it was done by Falmer or Gernsbacl, If sf mags get 80 snall in
size that they can't carry reader's comments, why not an ad on the back
page for a Separate magezine of commertary? Something like a fanzine, it
could contaln all letters and suggestions for improvement of the maga-
zine, without taling up space in the book 1tself. Seems a8 if I remem—
ber a precedent for this, but can't place it.

White here says a truth which very few who have been talking about
the decline of magazine sf have €ald or even realized: that sf must fol~
low in the footsteps of other mundane megazines, Tt 1is true that sf has
suffered a setbaclk beyond this, however, for some still undecided reas—
on. Dealers are reluctant to handle sf nagazlnes because they don'?%
sell, not the other way around, although it is a viclous clrcle, But
why doesn't sf appeal? Now we are getting somewhere, and the more dis-
cussion the better, with an eye to improvement. I don't belleve that
this hard core of a half-dozen sf mags wlll dwindle further, though 1%
would be foolish for anyone to start a new mag how.

T mlased commenting on YANDRO #8 and wish to go back and plck up
Scithers! srticie. I wish there were more series and sequels in sf, with
11kable characters, like Hawk Carse (oh, let's not go back that far),
Captain Future (not that far either?), or 01d Doc Methuselah (still too
far?)The 1imiting factor is zbout khalf a dozen stories —— naturally 1%
shouldn't be carried to seap Cpera lengths. Though real peoupls are
changed by events if they are urvsual to Them, the bast zeries cHnioxn
events which are logically & part of the 1ife of the hero, like, say,
the mdventures of a Tireman would be, Note all the serdes lisbed 1n Don
Day's Index, if you have 1t. 1 haven't seen many sf seriles recently, or
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3if T have they dién't impress me enough %0 realize they were series. ray-
be thot's ¥hat's Wrong With Science Flction Today —- and the next author
to hit with a powerful series character might do the fleld a world of
pood, After all, thet crazy Bucl: Rogers stuff needs a Buck Rogers,doesn’y
1t? Doc Savage and his ilk sold entire magazines, and the TV westerns of
today are vest known for thelr maln chsracters, mostly. I don't mean the
hero should be a Campbell-type superman, but only that the reader should
get to know him better, then he will want to read about him agaln, and
buy the mag with his name on the cover. !

GECRGE WILLICK

Re Ted White's article in #89. The line about dlsgulsing a paper- |
back"anthology" to keep the distributer in the dark, Calling the letter-.
column "readers! testimonials", Ha! That made my entlre day worth living.
That couldn't fool a rabid rat, And besides even 1f some field had the
strength to convert to pbs (which S doesn't have) I'm sure there would |
be no possible consideration of a letter column, After all, isn't it just
so much egoboo? ) i

Personaglly I think that the tripe printed in PLANET and 1ts ilk 1s
what caused the lack of an SF market. Blamlng distribution 1is Just shov-
ing the bull, If there is a demand, 1t wili be me? by the dlstributor.
After all, selling mags puts shirts on his back. If PLANET had folded a
vear or 8o later than 1t did the field would probably only have three
zines instead of six. Now I'm not saying that the distributlon of INFIN-
ITY was anything better then terrible., But when that worthy mag hit the
market the damage had been done. HMay I quote Rod Serling; "The audlence
demands not only original storles and ideas. It demands varlety and or-—
1ginallity in the presentation., It does not want to recognize the trap-
pings in which an idea -— even a new one -- 18 presented." And that's
the whole thinz. SF writers and especially the editors drove the audience
away.

For God!'s sake, we have a field thet covers the ends of the unlverse

and turn out less realable material than the cowboy writers do and they
only have deser%, horse, and gun to work with, It's sicikening:

EMILE GREENLEAF, Jr.

I am in no positlion to cemment on the intricacles of magazine dls—
tributlen, but from my efforts in past years to find prozlnes at the lo-
cal drugstore, and even at the larger newsstands, I find myself in egree-
ment with Ted!s remarks on the subject. But I took a simple way out of
the rat-race of looking out for the magazines to appear; I subscribe to
the ones I like. Which, from conversations I have had with fans, seems
to be a rare procedure, At least, it was rare back before 1950. The ar-
gument was that you were often stuck with a copy which had received some
desree Of mistreatment in the mails, and said copy looked like hell in
one's collection, But since I no longer collect, I care not a hoot, so
1gng as all of the pages are there, what the zine looks llike when I get
it.

I think the idea of a pseudo-anthology is well worth considering,
But I know thet a lot of people are going to sit on their fannles and
say "it won't work!! But the day tie last magazine folds, and Campbell
tries to find a job with his dowsing rod, there had better be something
at least in the planning stege to fill the gap. Ted, want to be the
Campbell of the next era? After all, it's your idea!



NORM METCALF

White: If you're going to make corollaries be-
tween this and thet, chew on thls one for awhlle.
lEvery prozine that paid attention to the fans has
foided." (Thils with the exception of those that
ceased paylng attention, AMAZING and ASF.,)

And why 4o you expect the zlnes tc keep dwind-
1ing? With 9 zines, 5 of them monthlies, the field
might have reached the leveling off point, As Lucit-
er polnted out, he finds & field with more than 3
titles overcrowded. :

And aznother 1tem is this feeling that fandom
can't continue without zines, Certainly, they help,
but they're not essential. Recruiting would be more
of a problem but not that much more.

And I'd 1lke to challenge your Tigures on the
amount of filction obtainable from tile varicus zines,
Taking the latest issues of each magazine, we find:
ASTOUHDING (Jun) 56,000 words of fiction for 25¢ %o

co¢ (Gepending on subs, etc,)

AMAZING (Jul) 53,000 words for 27¢_to 35¢
FANTASTIC {(Jul) B7,000 words for 27¢ to 35¢
F&SF (Jul) 52,000 words for 227 to 40O¢
GLLAXY (Bur) 58,000 words for 29¢ to 507
IF (Jul) 16,000 words for 25¢ to 35% )
NEW WORLDS (Jun) 46,000 words for 39.7¢ to 50¢
SCIENCE FANTASY (Jun) 20,000 words for 32,7 %o U41.7
S F 4DVENTURE {Jul) 46,000 words for 32.7¢ to L1.7¢

At the present time the average sf paperback is

ffering about 60,000 words for 35,

But this is for fiction alone and in a magazine
we get much more, Articles, grtwork, letiers, reviews, etc. To assume
thet each magazine had nothing but fiction; no artwork, etc., they would
rank as follows:

88,000 words ASF

7,000 words CALAXY

60,000 words Fad¥

57,000 words AﬁAZIUG-ﬁ\‘ﬁfhis is assuming the use of their large type

b

57,000 words FANTASTIC/ Nthroughout, the small would boost it to 70,000,
and also assuming 1W4 pages, which varies
56,000 words IF
55,000 words NEW WORLDS
%) 000 words SCIENCE FANTASY and SCIENCE FICTION ADVENTURES |

And Ted, MWoriginal' doesn't mean anything more to fce than 1% does
to Ballzntine. I, take that back, it means a slight bit more %o Ace, At
1east they say "First Book Publication" instead of thelr former "An Ace
Original™.

But in general I agree with your conclusions. The magazine seens
to be heading for a secondary spot on the newsstands, It is signhificant
that neither ASF nor EQMM will reveal thelr circulatlion, which they were
formerly quite willing to do. In contrast the total combined circulation
of AVAZING and FANTASTIC is sllghtly over 104,000, Offhand, I'd say that
at least one of them is pretty close to the folding polnt.

And "Stephen Marlowe" isn't Evan Hunter, 1t's Milton Lesser.
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CLAUDE HALL

Had Mr. White wanted to check on magazine circulatlon, a telephone
call to the Audit Bureau of Circulations would have offered him some
facts -- which he needed rather badly. '

Of course, even Lf White had all the facts he needed, I doubt that
he could have done much with them. As an example, analyze thls sentence¢
WA magazine just gbout has to sell at least 50% of the copies printed’
to breazk even, and many stf mags today run under that breask-even mark,
if not as phenominally low as INFINITY 4id.”

Thls statement would lead to the loglcal conclusion that a magazine
shouldn't have such a large run. Why, an edifor could have only 10 cop~
les printed, sell 5 of them, and break even.

Let me say here, however, that MAD has never come cloce to distrib-
uting (or printing) 3,000,000 copies...a printing run that LIFE hasn't
been under in several years. In fact, since I happen to know some people
on LIFE, I happen to know their circulation 1s rising, While all maga~
zines strive to increase circulation, money from readers doesn't have
much to do with it. These magazines could safely charge much less ~—— @8
long as clrculation went up. The reason, of course, 18 that (based upon
circulation rates) a magazine can demand more for advertlelng. The top
seniop edltor of READER'S DIGEST told me once that SAT EVE POST could
glve away copies and still make money. Charles also sald that RD ¢ ould
manage to exist without a price increase above 25¢ per copy; however,
the publisher wanted to pay writers more. RD, you know, shells out money
for materisl that never sees print, They pald the expenses of a friend
of mine, %1300, tipped him four or five hundred dollars for his trouble
(two weeks' work) and decided not to use the article.

/From a later letter/ I learned the other day that LIFE has malntalned,
a circulation above 5,000,000 for several years, this belng what they
guarantee advertisers, MAD, on the other hand, hangs around 1% million,

SOME EDITORIAL COMMENT ON THE PRECEDING MATERIAL

I've given Willick my opinion that PLANET, on the average, published
better material than INFINITY, Subscriblng -
is a1l right if you can afford to have the
mag fold and take your money with 1%,
Or if you have faith in 1ts contin-
zance, Price range on the British mags
may not be exact., Norm gave only the
high figure; I assume that he sub-
seribes. I get them from a British
news dealer, so I used the price I
pay as the low figure. (British mags -
charge more for subscriptlons than
they 4o Tor newsstand coples.) And I
included postage rates in my figures,
too. Has any fandom continued after S
the original reason for its exlstance
has become extinct? I doubt 1%,
As Jerry Page pointed out last 1ssue,
advertising revenue plays a very min-
ute part 1n stfmag income.Ted was the
first to point out that you have to
sell a percentage a8 well as a sSpecl-
fied number of copies.
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IST~FAN #1 (Jevrry Pepe, 193 Battery Flace, NE, Atlanta 7, Georgia - 15¢
- irrezular?) Southern fazrdom rises agaln, with a fanzine composed of
new prteriel, materigl left in the files of the 0ld ASFO, and an article
i Beor Sloch reprinted from AESTRACT, which makes 1t new to most present-
|ﬁay fans, {Just my luck, though; I only got one issus of ASSTRACT, but
T remembered Bloch's srticle.) It isn't one of his best articles, but
vt isrn't bad, A fantasy stor: by J.F. Streinz goes nowhere rather pon-
pously., One of the big defects of fan fiction is that the characters
never canverse; they make explanatory speeches. Mostly this 1s the re-
sult of trying to ccendense a ehcrt-story plol into 3 or U pages, but
IT'm not too sure what Streinz'® reason wss; the amount of plofting he did
was barely encugh Lo cover the story length. (The editor comments that
the sfory is different from most fan fletion —- 1t's different, all
right, but unfortunately it isn't any better.) Jerry Burge reviews fah—
zines and comments on "all-time favorite anthologles"; a good gimmick
to draw commernt, The editor comments on the present issue and future
posslbilities of the zine, Bob Farnbiam gets in a plug for the Southern
Fandom Grouvp, and Bernie Wermere opens what T think is a column on the
0lé pulp magd ~— with the chief fault that he covers both THE SPIDER and
G- AND HIS SATTLE ACKES in about i pare worth of typing. Like, you canlt
say much in that length, Artwork is good to horrible, with Burge doling
211 the pood work and some of the bad. Reproductlion is medlocre.
Ratil‘lg._..........ou

SPACE CACE #5 (Lee Anne Tremper, 38538 Forest Grove Dr., Zpt. A-3, Ind~
tanepolis 5, Indiana -~ nonthly — 1C¢ per, or 75¢ a year) I dunno; I
1iked Jerry sdunter's column better than anything els2 in the lssue,but
I'm not sure how well it would gn over with fans who aren't up on the
local jokes of Indifandom, Joe Sanders tgkes an lssuc of FEAR apart
nicely, but since the mag has folded the dissection doesn't have too
much point left, Sam Fath (?) produces a rarity; an gnjoysble serious
fantssy story. lMilke Deckinger writes fa-an fletlion -- noi good, not bad.
Jav Crackel has part one of "Fantasy In Outline"; the biggest fault of
this is that it's bheen done so often before, by both fans and pros, and
the biggest virtue is that he points out firmly that science~fiction 1is
a branch of fantasy and not the separate tree that some fans Seem %0
think 1t is. Lee has a Tascinating edltorial snd there are other items
like a feghoot and one of Les Gerber's f1ik songs and a letter column,
Fair artwerk, good reproduction. Ratingesseasesvesd

REITROGRADE # (Redd Boggs, 220° Highland Place, NE, Minneapolis 21,
Minnesota - monthly — free for trzde or comment) Host of thls iscue 18
devoted to Jim Harmon's srilcle on "I Love A Mystery". lavbe my nostal-
oig is showing, or something, but I thoroughty enjoyed the article; 1%
envered some of the szme ground as Noreen Shaw's article in a noL-to0-
recent SPECTRUE and I dldn't care a blt. There i1s a long (for RETROGRADE,
that ic) lettercolumn, which lesves Redd only a couple of pages TO €x-
plain a past article that readerc scem to have misuyndarstood and nostal-
cize about WILD WEST WEEXLY, Batinge ceceoe--= l
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MONDAY EVESNTIG GHOST #5 & 6 (Bob Jennings, 37319 Chambers Dr., Nashviile
11, Tennecseg — O-ueekly - 15¢ or 12 for $1.5C) In #5, there 18 o poen
oy Ray lelson which was obtained thru the N3F lanuscript Bureau, il o,
the eGitor coumments thet Nelson protested thet he didn't write 1T. el
rer he aid or nob, I don't blame nim for trying to disclalm 1%; itts
cretty bads ("ot a bird mede a cheep when the shadows Cld leeps,.a
strictly sic.) The editorial ard Clay Hemlin's column on "Fergotten Clial
sics% gzrs usually the best parte of the issueg; unfortunately the latter
ig absent from 6. I never agree with Hamlin, but I enjoy reading his
opinions. Like Deckinger's column menazes 1o be pleasantly varlied. The |
editor's "Wrisings Of A Conflrmed Cynic!, absent from &5, center In #o
on the idea that a megezine must have Personzlity 1in orier to survive.
(Like STARTLING, UNUNCWN, OTHIR WORLDS -- you misht not have llked the
personality of OW, but brother it was sure there! —-- and other sucn
well-known mags, I suppose.) There are other, primarily serlous, arti-
cles: not cutstanding but not bad at 2ll. The editor's fanzine reviews
are, to use one of his own overworked phrases (4 times in 2 pages in
#) worthless, It isn't just that 1t doesn't sit well when the edivor of
a medlocre fanzine is hypercritical of other mags; 1t's mostly that I
have very little respect for Jennings' judgement. Ratinge seooll -

QUMBIE #2 {8 & ¥V Schultheis, c/o Roycroft, 5407 Del Loma, San Gakrlel,
Calif. - fres for comment - irregular) A small zine, put out to_{a) pre-
sent the editors! new address, (b) quiet the complaints of people who
wondered where #2 was and (e¢) present a reprint from GALAC-TICKS which
was funnier when it could be compared to the dead sSericusness of The
rest of the mag. And on page 2 they say not to review it becauss they
don't have sny extras...using all that correcvion fluid is too nuch
work, so I'll lesve the review in, Juss don't ask for a eopy of #2; ask
for #2, instead. (Everybody ask for #3 and run thelr circulation up to
200. Make me feel fooiilsn, will they.............putter, mutter, mutter)

STYMIE # (Rog Ebert, 410 E., Washington, Urbana, Illinois - irregular -
free for comment) This is mostly the editor writing what he darned well
enjoys.writing; "mood" pleces -- both prose and poetry, political cOn—
ment, a eulogy on Thomas Wolfe, etc. Since he intends to hold his clr-
culatldn to 35, sou might not be able to get a copy, but it's worth
trying. A non-fan friend gives a dercgatory oplnlon of fandom; haven'?
I seen %his before, somewhere? I like STYMIE, but then I like whab I
know of Ebert (which isn't too much, now that I consider 1t).

SCANSION 4 & 2, Third Series (P.E. Burke, Box 1170, G.P.O., Sydney,
fustralia — monthly — free?) This 18, by George, a serious fanzine, Ho,
fictlon, no letters, no artwork, and so far no evidence of humor, Art-
icles are primarily on sclence fiction, but one 6n jazz creeps 1ln%o 72,
Poetry (1 per issue) is serious, modern in style, full of meaning and
slightly dull, And I seem to have overlooked a nerfectly fascinatlng
limerick in 2 which is the best thing in elther issue; there 18 an ev-
1dence of humor in tke mag. And on second reading the article by Royce
Willisms in #1 is a sort of dcad-pan humor; quite good. Most of the ser-
jous stuff comes under the heading of "not—another~-article-on—that-
agaln!', but Doug Wicholson's commentary on Buck Rogers 18 good, thnough
additional length weculd have improved 1%, Determinedly serious science-
fiction Tanzlnes usvally have poor beginnings; with a few more ilssues
SCANSTON could develcp into an excellent magazine. Ratingees3
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REALE OF FAUTASY A (Jack Cascio, 401 E. Central, Benld Illinois ~ ir-
lpe-ulor - 25¢) Bpnarently the reader reaction to INSIGHI prompted t.e
led {tor to start over again from the beginning, It's an improvenent, but,..
vv.s KEike Declkiinger starts the lssue off with "The Decline And Fall Or
Ray Pelmsr", I could quibble over some of Mike's oplnions (such as thal
until 1951 Paluer "knew just how to coax out the best stories Irom top
‘writers“ —— that!s the pulp AIZAZING he's talking gbout, in case you
didn't recognize 1t from the description). And the ending rather pevers
lout ("FLYING SAUCERS may or may not be published today" -- you'd thlnx
ilike could have sent a postcard to esomeone to find out, 1f he's writing
on article on the editor), but it lsn't a bad article. The editorial
comments %hat Cescio was accused of distributing fillth and pornography
in IUSIGHT — ot legst I didn't accuse you of that, Jack; Jjust or dis-
tributing extremely bad writing. He also comments that he would like TO
put out RABALI in a comlc bOOK format, and follows up with 3 pages ol
cartocn strip which I hope isn't a preview of future lssues, becguse
itts pretty bad. Allen Baes contributes a couple of poemg, ong Of wilol
only needs some syrupy music %o become something which might come blar-
ing from your local 4is¢c jocikey snow, (Someone should write music O

1it: I can see it now —- "Tumber 23 on your Zi% Parade, 'Lone Maple Eill!
by the Thunderaugs’.) A short letfer column proves that as least the
edltor can tare criticism; a gocd sign. lidke Decklnger contributes a 13-
pege stf story that's a bit light on plot, but I've read worse. Houi'O-
duction is stlll good. - Ratingseceenssosh

PST_PHI # (Bov Lichtman, 6137 So, Croft Ave., Los Angeles 56, Calif. -
irregular - 25¢ - coeditor, Arv Underman) This issue is Just full of
controversy. Rog Ebert says il 1sptt litersture and never will bpe, Ben
Singer says that fans are emotlonal adolescents who can't compete 1n
the "normal" world, and Jack Speer intimates that the only good thing
stout sclence-fiction is that 1t, almost elone In Western literature,
refuses to bow to the dictum that "love makes the world go round®. Then
HUarry Warner writes of a Previously wunown -~-— to me, anyway —— early
French stf mag and 1ts editor, and Ted Johnstone concludes hls con IT'e-
port ard continues his eolumn on hls pet movie project. Retingeseeossl

STUME #+ & 5 (Dieter Braeg, 32/3F Schinburgstrabe, Vienna 4, Avstria)
Tn #5 the efitor aend his pariner in crime Wilhelm von Olbrich change

from an all-German-language fanzine to a combination of German ahd zhig-
lish. If you went a sample of Justrian-German fandom, here 1% 1s,

SF-NYIT #173 (Sa@ Lundwall, Box 1409, Hhgersten 4, Stockholm, Sweden -
bi_monthly - 10¢) Another issue of this Swedish-English fanzine, witn
the English part belng contributed by Lundwall and Alan Dodd.

TERROR #1 (Tarry Byrd, Box 714, Costa Mesa, Calif. - irreguler — 20¢)

The first publication that I've seen Of monster~fandom. Reviews of hox-
ror-story antnologies, a rathex bad plece of flction by Larry Williams,
an egually poor sclentillc srticle by Ted Brooke, a movie review, fair
aartoon, an article on Borls Kapicff festuring an odd soyt of sepleo-
toned photo reprodtotion, en glvertisling seotlion and lettors \ong OF
them “ror Ackerman, %he Upmpbell of poneter-fandom) . I can't say thet
the thought of a fandom devoled 1o PAMCUS MONSTERS pnd Hollywood "hor-
rox movies eathralls me, but TEMRIR has probubly achierved wanl iU so¥
out to do and should be considered successful. Special Inltarsst
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SICK ELEPHANT #3 (Ceorge Wells, Box U84, Niverhead, N. ¥. - irreguler .-
nrice, 2 boitle cops) Ceorge has bhesn reproved before for publishing hils
fanzineg on the backs of other people's throwaway sheets, Thig issue 18 |
published on the back of a county agricultursl bulletin, CGeorgze will get
panred unmercifully for this, but I enloy his inCependent attiiude, T
There 1sn't much to this issue (3 pages, unless you uwant to read ahout |

1

i

fertilizing fruit trees) dut what there 1s is funnier than usual. Thers
ere several £00d sazs in the "table of contents® {particularly "The Hend
of Fu Manchu -- Fu Manchu shows wou jhow to improve your bridge game',So
oxay, so I like bad jokes...sc shoot me.) Ratingesess?

39 (Scotty Tapscott, 853% E. 13th., Fumene, Oregon — one-shot - free)
byblished for no hetier reason than the aversge one-shot, but 1t cones
out more entertalnins than averame. ilaybe because Tapscott is a petter
wiriter than average? Anyway, I enjoyed 1t.

QHOTH THE YALRUS #9 (Ralph Eolland, 2520 Wth. 8%,, Cuyahoga Falls, Chio
~ quarterlv — free t0 anyone who can talk rollund out of a copy) Also
distributed in N!APA, now that the orpanizetion has teen formed. Strict-
ly editor-writien, except for a falr poem by Judy Giad. {Hice meter and
rhyme, but I =ot prevty sick of that "my lade! stuff on every other
line.)} Cnce again, a writer wish whom I don't giways agree, but one who
can make his opinions interestlng. . Ratinge.esb
QUELQUECHOSE #1. (Jerry Fnight, £220 Damasl: Ave., Los Angeles 56, Cglif -
irregular -~ iree Ior ccmment) The writing is the writing of Inight, hut
the psle mimeoing is the work of Lichtman. Part of the writlng 1is Licht-
man, too; he contrivutes a column. The editor and Raymond Everett handle
the rest, except for an Art Rapp reprint. lotiaing extra, but lzeep an eye
on this one; the first PSI-FHL was notaing extra, either, and rnow...weil,
keep an eye on QUELQUECHCSE anywey. It 1leoks promising.

FEMIZINE #14 (“thel Lindsay, Courage House, S Langley 4ve., Surblton, -
Surrey, England - US Agent, Beity Kulawa, 2819 Caroline, South 3end 14,
né. - guarterly - 15¢S Ethel lavs dovm %the law tc her femais reader-
cortriputors in the edltorial; show some intervest, or eise! I for cne
vouid hate %0 see F3Z feld; thae articles are still too short, but some
of them are auite pood, Virginia Schulthels has the best in Shls lssug,
Yeyposing® the myith about Sleve's well-dressed appearance. Other con-
tributors include Janey Johason, Bjo Wells, one enonymons one and, last
but not least -- no%t to me, anyway —- Juanita. Us pcor stupld males arg
allowed to participate in the letter-column. Ratingeeveo

FOOP # (Ivor iiayae, 33 Chadworth House, anwell Court, Green Lanes, Lon-
gen N.%, Zngland - irregular - fres for commsnt) The editor comments
that Shis has been "resrs in the mzkinz", literally. Some of tis mater-
121 is 8 bit dated as a result, out on the other hand you have the fas-
cinating spectacle of Laurence fanifield and Ving Clarke in the sare
Tenzine, which you can't hardly cet no more. Sendfield's grticle cn jazz
isn't dzted, but since I don't like jazz I barely skimmed 1%T. "Penelope
Pandergaste!s” book reviews ars Gated, but still interesting. Joan Berry
menares to make his comments on e trans-Atlantlc phons call whicly vwas
never ccapleted sound funrier <than Jack Dovzlas, FKer Bulmer writes on
the London Circle -- dated, again —- and Toberta Wild coutributes some
atomic nuvsery rhymes which are very good. Ratingee. catd
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f8i MI0RI-L: AFFATRES #51 (Jonn Trimble, 98C% White Knoll Dr., Los Angel=s
(12, 0allf, — bi-monthly — 25¢) The editor announces that any unsolicliltsl
Imznazeripts that can't be used will be sent to Rike's Fanzine Meterial
'Pool unless return postege 1s enclosed. I don't know whetner this is ln=
jtenced to be retroaciive or not, but by God, Trimble, if you gren'tc oo-
inz to use that last review I sent you, send 1% back and I'il send you
s stemp. I'm not about te contribute to any Fanzine Materlal Pool and X
might as well take the tTime now to repeat to YANDRO realsrs that any un--
ysed contributions sent to tale magszine will be returned to the wrilers
urlese otherwise specifled by the author waen it's sent in. And I fthini
ifanzine editors have a gall to ask for return postage for free contri-
butions and I won't do it. Three very good items in thls issue; Bllik's
Ingquirrel Cage® column, Sid Coleman's review of "New liaps 07 Hell", and
IDick Eney's comments on the necessity of the much-maligned atomlzing OF
[Eiroshima =nd Nagesaki (the latter partly spoiled by having it mimeoed
in black on top 0Ff g red-mimeoed Lllustration, This 1s affected by Tans
who think it*s simply great lsyout, ignoring the fact that really good
lavout doesn't interfere with readsbility.) There are various other 1f-
cme of fannish interest; a nistory of the Westercon, cther book reviews,
fanzine revicws, letters, a filk song, Bjo's account of the Lasfs partic-
ination in a hovhby show, and Lerry CGurney's space-opera parody. & thick
one; 42 pages. Good reproduction. Rating,dd. 34 &

NORTHLIGHT #0 (Alan Burns, Goldspink House, 6 Goldspink Lane, lewcastle-
on-Tyne 2, England -~ bi-monthly? - free for comment) Big ltem here is

a long article by Dick Schultz on the problems and environment of the
Neoro in the north. Well done, and a subject largely ignored by a pOpu-
1ation primarlly interested in the Southera Race Question. Klaus Eylnann,
Horet Margeit and Michel Eurwein write on Jentinental European feandom,
maiklrns more sense than Eylmann 4la last lssue. Terry Jdeeves writes on

his favorite science riction stories and the editor contributes his let-
ter/fanzine review column, "In-Trey". Very poor reproductlon; one page

of the Schulfz article was almost 1llegitle, REtIRGEe oo s groe O

ESOTERIC # (Bruce Henstell, 815 Tigertsil Rd., Los Angeles 49, Calif ~
irrepular = 15§ - co—editor, lilton Stevens) Largely lstters, but also
contains Don Franson's fiction, "Hcaxmaster of Fandom%, a shory serious
stcry, anonymously uwritten and not bad, and a liberal sprinkling of
short editorizls by variocus staif members. Ratinges.3

POT POURRI #l2 (John Berry, 31 Campbell Park Ave,, Belmont, Belfast,
Northern Ireland — irregular) This is distributed ln SAPS; outsiders can
get 1t by trading, which is how we came by 1tT. Write Berry 1f you wish
fo discuss other methods. This, of course, 1s entirely editor-writien,
We have Rerry on the 3ritlsh aviatlion industry, Berry on canasta, Berry
on Klaus Eylmonn {no, no, Marion, I didn't mean it that way). I shoulid
g8y, Berry urltes about Eyimann'e visit. He also wrltes gbout the Gignt's
Csuseway, sticks in a couple of pleces of riction for good measure, and
winds up with L pages of comment on the last SAPS mailing. All in all,

a thrilling performance., There are ssveral photos in the issue —- oF
fang, mostly, but’ including one fasclnatlng shot of the Giant's Cause-
way. Incidentally, Klaus Eylmann looks 1liks a glart economy size version
of Joe Sanders. Impeccable reproduction, Rating.,.8
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CONVERSATION #2 (Lynn Hickman, 224 Dement Ave., Dixon, Illinois - irreg
ular ~ sent to people he feels would appreciate 1it) This 1s strictly de
7oted to letters, Lynn's comments, and a few news notes, It's enlivened .
vy the very good artwork of Gene Duplantier {(Lynn has a talent for nos-
ing out artiste who can draw sexy babes) and one of Gregg Trend's tyni-- |
cal illustrations, with his odd women and Moorish-looking men, One ltem
worth repeating is that Joe Hensley's first novel, "The %olor of Hatel,
will be out this month as Ace D-L52. Tt's a detective story, but what |
the heck; I bought "Rumble" just because I know Harlan, so I can do nc
less for a fellow Hoosier. Besldes, Joe's novel will be better than Har-|
lan's teenage crap. Go out and buy a copy. '

BUDDHA'S BULLETIN # and CRITIQUE #2 (Paul Shingleton, Jr,, 320 26%h,
St., Dunbar, Yest Virginla - irregular? - 15¢ for BB, 10¢ for C) CRI-
TIQUE 4is a 2-pager thils time; strictly editorial comments, BB has 12
pages of editorial, fanzine reviews, and letters. Not much to review ln
either one: aimed primarily at the younger fans, (41l right, Gerber;
younger neofans, then.)

THE VILLAGE IDIOT #1 {(Tom Milton, 6215 East CGate RA,, Huntlngton, Yest
Virginia - irregular? - no price listed; try 107 -- if CRITIGUE 1s wortn
10¢, this one certainly is) A small mag, featuring "humor" -- some Of
which 18 actually funny. Several other fanzines of the same type are
Ngaterized! rather well: possibly Milton has a better eye for humor than
he does for spelling. All in gll, Tom's humor remlnds me strongly of the
humorous material of George Welles (which should manage to allenate ev-
eryone, particularly lllton and Wells). Frankly, TVI is, 1n the parlance,
a crudzine -— but one which (in direct contrast to the first INSIGHT,
for example) makes ho boasts about 1ts quality, or attempts to interest
older, veteran fans, It's published for its own clrcle of admirers, and
I wouldn't judege it on regular Tanzine standards any more Than I would
TERROR or THE SAUCERIAN REVIEW, The same comments apply pretty much to
the Shingleton zines, above,

Short once-overs of various speclal zlnes: ROVER #9 (Zaitor, Alma Hill,
publisher, Art Hayes, R.R. 3, Bancroft, Ont., Canada) sesms %O be an

N3F letterzine and is notable mostly for comments by Dave Prosser and
Hannes Bok on artwork in general and their own technigues, A FANZINE FOR
BJOHN consists of sbout (I may have miscounted) 54 pages of comments and
congratulations to Bjo and John Trimble on their wedding. If you want a
copy, you might try Bruce Pelz, the publisher; I wuldn't know if any
are left. A very fannish souvenier, and John and Bjo can ignore whal
Juanita gaid in VAIDY gbout our not getting a copy; one showed up after
the mag was complebed. FANTOCCINI #25 (Leslie Norris, Box 3442, Los An-
geles 54, Calif.) lostly comments on the SAPS mailing, which won't mean
much to anyone outeide the organization. One falr poem and one funny
cartoon, ln addition, SAFARI # (Earl Kemp, 2019 No. Whipple, Chicago
47, I1linois) After saying he absolutely would not publish any follaw-—
up of his celebrated "Who Kilied Science Pictlon?", Earl includes &
pages of letters on the subject in thils lssue, plus 2 pages of letter
from Avram Davidson on the subject of fanzines in general. (He doesn't
1ike them.) Get this, if at zll possible. WARHOON 58 {Richeard Bergeron,
110 Bank St.T Wew York City 14, N.Y.) fLnother SAPS publicatlon, although,
happily for outsiders, mow¢ coassrned wlth editorial ramblings than with
mgiling comments, But why, when the editor is an artist, aren't there
any illustrations in the mag?
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MaGCIE CURTIS, Fountaln House, RD#2, Sasgertown, Pa. ~ Kurtzman appar- '
ently 1ikes LoCs: I sent him one on "Help!" and got an answer from Larv,
Tf nre's so desperate for LoCs that he'll answer them, he deserves 10

get them, He also deserves to have people buy the mag. ‘

I read tht SEP article on Wm., Castle; they did call him ®Master of
Movie Horror', as I recall, but that doesn't mean they approved of hlm,

T don't dig B4 Wood. If only he wouldn't splutter in print! And (re-
ferring to the Tirst paragraph in the article) Don says that Bradbury
had at least three stories in Astounding. .

T did not vote Barr so high because of art he had in other fmzs, It
haprened tRat L thought hie pic was superb and I wanted to see more OT
his work in ¥Yandro. Sc, T votsd him high. T haven't scen much of his
other work, as a matter of fact.

T 1iked the Adamsarticle, "Colden Minutes%, "FFII", and the article
on Renurd,

/You're the sort of reader I enjoy publishlng for. So apclogies To.you
and Barr for any lmplled disrespect., Two of Bradbury's ASF stories were
in the "Probability Zero" column, which was Campbell's negrest approach
to n fan feature. (Just looking them over, and in one 1issue the first
two names in the column are William Danner and Stanley YVoolston.} Oh,
there were plenty of pro authors included, but it was strictly s tall
tale department, not connected with Campbell's then-current "serlous
extrapolation! kick, Ae far as I'm concerned, no editor "deserves” fo
have his mag purchased, except for the usual reason that one feels the
mag 18 worth the mouney. RSC/

KEN CHESLIN, 18 New Farm Rd., Stourbridge, MWorcs., England - Thank you
Jimmy Adams, a most interesting & enllghtenling article; at lest I un-
derstand what is meant by "family tiesﬁ, obviously thls was one way Of
saying that the whole femlly anchored themselves together when travel-
1ing in the pre-invention of gravity world. )

/Ken also disliked the Gilkert cover, saving that Gllbvert seemed to be
o morbid type" -— how about it,

Ronert?/

CLL&UDE HALL, "20-65 3lst. St., As-
torla 5, N.¥, ~ We tried getting
SATA in an avant-garde magazine
place and the character in there
wouldn't take it. Evidently, SATA

8 just dirty enough to get refused
by a printer, but not filthy enough
to warrant being displayed with cth-
er publications concerning dope,
gueers, and beatnikism.

Dicl: Schultz, in this letter col--
umn, discusses something of topical
Anterest...a subject that has come
up more than once 1ln casual car and
bar conversations, I, too, am pPro-
ficient with throwing knife and bow




and arrow, and would rather tare my chnnces ,
in the open instead of in g falloul sneiter.

But just a couple of weeks or so ago, I read 03
where a man took his family into the wilds *’///\“f
of California and tried to live off the = /
land and falled miserable. O course, I

Tancy that, belng a Texan, I'm sozevhat

more sturdy than a Celiforniau.

/You'd better get back to Texas before the
bombs start falling, tho; where you are now
you wouldn't have a chance of even getilng

to the open, Clod had quite a blt more to

cay, tut most of it was on Ted White, and

I'm too sensible (or too chiclen) %o publish
it., In general, he disliked Ted's article. RC/

CHRIS MILLER, L2 Wheatclose Rd., Barrow-1n-
Furness, Lancs,, EMGLAND - The "ifliestones In
Science' wes Great! lore, please.

T hope Ted's wrong. I love magz-type 8tf.
(Even tho I'm a newcomer to S5-F -~ only 10
years of it —- I!ve seen many cf thcse Tan be” 2 ) NOTT
columns in FUTURE, etc., in BRE's, vhilch gave S
me the impression thet fandom existed. Jould a Co. 1like Nova Dbe formed
to carry out his suggestion, or is 1t too costly for fen to do??

T love 4lan Dodd's columns wherever I see them. He seems to dc Them
everywhere,
/Any publishers in the readership lnow how expensive 1% would be To op—
erate a company 0 publish a paperbaclk/magazine combo? Earl? Forry?/

RANDY SCOTT, RR 2, YWatts, Ollahoma ~ I let my father resd the first
pages o this letter, and he commented on several parts of 1t. He said
that when he was in his teens, there wass a report of a man tullding a
Upay" that would lnock out a motor several miles away, and the "bilg-
shots", whose products would be endengered by the inventlon's existance,
bought the tning and hid 1t away. Ded sald that thet BTOry pops up agaly
every few years. He said that there was also a report of a man who de-
veloped a "piil", or somethlng, that would turn water into a Super fuel,
This was supposedly bought up by the fuel companles and the ilnventor
kept practically a prisoner.

When he resd the part about the illustrations, he szid he wisiied
that there had been Tanzlnes around and available to him, when he was a
boy, that he could have contributed to, Fowever, he d4id contribute cOV-
ers and czrtoons to CCC nagezlines, college magazines, Copst Guard nag-
nzines and such. He would wrlte things, but wlth nothing to publish
them in, he would just pass them arcund, the guys would read them and
ret a lavgh out of them, end then the stories would just be torn up.
/liaybe 1t was a dirty trick to ignore the letter and publish the post
seript, but I'm always anxious to met evidence cf the worth of fanzines
intc print, There's so little cf it.... Anyway, 1f your Dad ever gets
an urge to his his opinions or ertwork in print, we don't dlscriminate
arainst the aged: we even publlish the work of doddering old grandiath-
ers 1like Tucker. An account of the "fuel plll" is glven in "Forgotten
Iysteries: True Stories cf the Suncrnatural' by R. PeWltt Miller. (After
all, if you can turn water into wine, why not into gasoline?) R3C/
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(M03 1.1CUTHAN, G137 S0, Oroft Ave., Los Angeles 56, Calif. — Oh for pltys
lsanes, lt's bad encugh that we have to read Feghoot stories, hut ¢oes

| idans nave to use those sneaky approaches to get his jokes across. For
la short time I actually thought 1% was a serlous srticle and was sur-—
1€r;se§ that T wesn't bored stiff, but oh how disillusioned I ended up
{bellg.

‘ Fair croggled at your line gt the conelusion of the Cactus review.
Mot only is Cactus Sweden's best English-language fanzine, Buck, but 1T
T'm not mistaien it's Sweden's ONLY English-language Tanzine, av least
ot the present time.

/Sure; Tor once, nobody cen argue with ay review. RSC/

=

| sEORGE WILLICX, 306 Broadway, Madison, Tnd. - Are you pulling the fans'
l1ems when you Say thet you are Saving dough to buy a carnon? You pust
be. If Russia hits these US they won't be coming around wi%h invasion
trocps and tanks. The chances of vour home being invaded by tanks are
roughly equal to those of seeing the Quzen Mary on the Wabash, Person-
ally, I spend every cent I can muster on thick eteaks. They won't De
around after the big blow., I can take anything I need out of the local
cun shop after the bembs, 4nd if you're afrald of the dog eat dog that's
bouné to come when Ffood runs cut then why not just get a Magnum. That
will stop any car or truck tryling %o eresh your pad, Flus it's portable.
And to anyone of vou peorle that are thinking what's this guy know aooulb
waat Russia is going to do, Hay I say thet I Juss finished four years

in Air Force intelligence and have better information than the editor-
1als of certain Caristian fanzlnses.

/Oh, I'm not getiing that antl-tank gun for use on Russians. You ses,
they're raising taxes around here agaln, and..... Incidentally, concern-
ing your comment on thne Queen Mary, does anyone know where I could get

a gocd used submarine? In = later letter, Zecrgs explains that in re-
ferring to "Christian fanzines" he dldn't mean SF zlnes, he meant Christ
zines. Such as THZ PLATH TRUTH, maybe? (4nd here I thought he meant
ERB—dOm.... ESC/

And to Dicl Schultz who savs tha the can do falr with the bow and
arrow: I taink he's got the right idea 1f he plans on starting a Qynasty
but for this generation there are more than enough bullets to lLast usb
even after wWe wipe ons another off the face of the globe. For example,
near Omaha %nere exists an ammunition dump’ that is 20 miles long and a8
far 5 vou can See deep., IF Dick cares to, we can meet halfway and glve
Coulson a scere. After thet threat you made on Dick's 1life in 70 I
think you deserve a scare. .
/Never %ri t0 scare people who are naturally jumpy, like me. It can be
fatal. (Like, I wouldn't stop to assess the situatlon; I'd shoot first.)
Anyway, why don't we gll mee%t at the laval ammunition depot at Crane?/

BO3 SMITH, 1 Timor St., Fuckapunyal, Victorla, Australia ~ No doubt this
matter of survival after Atomizeddon is discussed more widely by tae
nublic since "On The Beach" and other movies wlth a similar theme h1T
the screens, but most fans or pure sf readere probably have it figured
out down to the last can of soup! I imagine the average U8 ecitizen, who
has never had to consider a "bomb-shelter" home away from hoite, would
find tall of such tiings distasteful, but the average ¥nglishman would
pe on familiar ground, The first couple of years of my teens were spent
almost constantly in the "back-garden® type of shelter that Littered
London during the war. Wo doubt the modern atomic-style shelter would be



a far cry from those small, damp tin-and-earth affairs, but I never irent
%o rind out. 3 X

NORM MITCALF, Hg, Co,, USA Ranpe Command, Camp Perry, Ohio {address gcod
vntil &ug. 28, ke says) - Wood: In 2ddition to "Doodad' Bradbury had tuc
Probgbility Zero shortshorts., But the main idea behind Camphell's move
seems sourd encugh, He has enough subscribers who won't care as long as
the contents remain unchanged. Newsstand sales are low enough that with .
the grzCual fading of the Tltle no one should have any trouble followling
the evolution and be aware of the event. For after all, ASF isn!t being
edited for the fan, it's being edited for the sf reading segment of the
pudlic. Now what I'm gbhout to say hes been said several times before

but bears repeating. To the average person sf is a word to despise, And
i1f Campbell can avoid the lapels and prejudices that accompany these la-
hels then rore power %o him,

/I¢m gradvally coming over to the opinion that the name-change may be a
good thing. T still think ANALOC is a stupld title, and since ASTOUNDIKG
was the first stfmag I read I'm sorry to see the title go -- bub Itm
willing to adnit that Campbell knows more about editing than I do. RSC/

Calkins: You've pretty well summed up my sentiments with regard %o
FU's Omnibus. But still the best review of 1t seems to have been Redd
Boges'! in REIROGRADE, Redd menaged to be hilgrious and critical at the
gsame time.

Bob: One reason for nct selling military experiences while voulre in
1s the fact that with natlonal publication embarrassing guestions might
be asked by the brass and thz serviceman would be faced wiih some un—
pleasant Guty., Of course, after discharge then you're fairly free to do
&8 you please, And most of these supposedly funny bocks about the ser-
vice don't ring true at all, the authors keep slipping up on detalls
which are easily checkable,

You didnft lock very clogely at George Locke's minutes in Shazgy
or are you leiting your senss of huror run awsy with you?

Wwezll, they sounded as plausible as Weber's in CRY. I cidn't mean that
Locke should rush to a book publisher with his military experiences im-
medistely, butc surely there are enough ex-servicemen among fandom's
humoriets to provide materiz) for several boolks. Frobgbly the authors
have my iGea ahout humor; don't let a few facts spoil a good story. RC/

And who gives a hoot who's reviewing what, Evans or Eney? On sec-
ond thought perhaps you do because you know them from other vritings and
wish to mae comparisons end relate theilr reviews to the rest of their
writings, 30 my question is answered prior to its asking. But a review
igs a review and should be able to stend on its own two feet and not
have the reader prejudiced by the name of the reviewer. Many of Xnight's
reviews, for example, Seem $0 be appreciated because they're by Knlght,
And he's quite inconsistent in his reviewlng. CGo back in time a Tew
years and compare the original reviews with the versions in "In Search
of Wondar® and tnen from- therc go on to the watered stuff in F&SF,

Ané on this BAILAST which Don Thompson is 1it?

Donahc: Gardner also proved thet he doesa't know much about radio
when he asserted that these tatzs of people picking up VLW with false
teeth, etc., are false. Urder the rignt conditions the false teeth
woul@ form a dicdz, the body would act as antenna and bone conduction
would carry it to the ecers —- or the mastoids or whatever the proper
aural conCuctor is beiaind the ears.

Eoert: The main thing I've zot szainst the NEA 1s the MNational

¢



Rifie-Pistol Matches and here
the fault lies rot with then
put with the Army and their
hare-brained ideas on how to
treat alrmen in their clutches,
If you read "Beetle Balley"

you know what goes on here.

/1 have yet to read a revlew,
fan or pro, which "stood on

1ts own two feet", The only

way of getting any beneflt from
a review 18 to figure out how
your prejudices stack up with.
those of the reviewer, Which
you can't do when the reviewer
keeps changing identity, T
didn't know there were two Don
Thompsond. This is the Pennsyl-
vanla one, 1f that helps. RSC/

JOHIN BAXTER, 29 Gordon Rd.,
Bowral, N,S.W., Australia -
I was locking forward to seelng
"Sex In History". But if Sidney
Coleman's review is gny indi-’
cation of this book's content,
I'1ll pass, thank you, The
stodgy and unpolished style
don't help one's oplnion of
book or article either. Was
this supposed to be published?
If so, I'm not impressed with
¥r. Coleman's writing abllity.
If, as I suspect, he meant this
item to be extracted from rather than printed in full -~ a view which is
horne out by his terminal remarks -~ then its low quality is understand-—
able, With re-writing, and perhsps a little simplification, thils could
have been interesting critical work, wiiereas it comes out like 50 much
treacle - murlky, sticky and slow, ;
/S1d's article was Eent in as a letter, which 1is why the P.S. As for
your other comments, it wasn't a review, it was a commentary, as stated
in the tltle. Aimed primarily at pcople who had already read the book,
And it didn't need re-writing., R3C/

2dzns' 1ittle vignette was posulbly the best 1tem in YE9 — this says
1ittle for the rest of the contents, because "The Story Of Gravity® is
no masterpiece, but it got s laugh.

Yhat? "Whither Science Fiction" AGAIN? Oh, well, llke Boy Meets
Girl, it's a subject that never palls. I wish somebody would think up
a new target for loguaclous fen, though. ‘hat about "Whither the READ-
FR!S DIGEST?Y Cr "Why I Think John W. Jampbell Should Be Zlected Presi-
dent?! Both provide unlimited opportunity for imagirative exterpolation
- both require very 1little factual background on the part of the writer
- and both are as pointless and sterile as the sort of thing that Ted
White is offering here, Does anybody reslly care whether ASTOUNDING, er,
I mean ANALOG (hard to get used to, isn't 1t?) folds? Assuming for a
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moment that some keen fans do, is their collective oplnion even one
hundredth of the power required to make sure thet this megazine contln-
ues to asppear? I doubt it. The combined wrath of many, many people did
not stop JUC from switching titles —~ will the same minority action have
any effect on a field as big as magazine sf? Agein, it's a moot point,
Certalnly, writing long and tedious articles in a magazine with YANDRO!¢
relatively limited circulation isn't golng to contribute much, '
/Mo article in’a fanzine 1s going to Influence any lmportant segment of
the population, and what of it%? Should we all just guit publishing, on :
that account? As for tedious, you and Claude Hall are a minority of twe.
I've no objection to you having your opinions, but I don't agree with i
them, RSC/

DON FRANSON, 6543 Babcock Ave,, No. Hollywood, Calif. - Looking a gift
horse in the mouth (Forry gave me ' a copy), I can't say much for HELP}

I pot only a few laughs out of it, FAMOUS MONSTERS OF FILMLAND has much
funnier jokes, Maybe 1t's because Forry writes them. I wouldn't say that
Ackerman has created a new fandom. Actually FMoF is itself a fan maga—
zine —— of monster movies., The fandom is not of FMoF, but of the movies,
and the monsters in then, '

/But the mag is looked up to, and imitated, in the amateur zines, in
much the same way that early stf fanzines ocontained serious filction and
sclence articles patterned after the promags of their time. The second
issue of HELP! is better than the first, though 1it's 8till no competi-
tion for MaD in my estimation. RSC/

I don't see why someone always brings up SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN when-
ever discussing popular science artlcles in sclence fiction magazines,
since the articles in SA are not popular, they're deep. In fact, too
deep for me, I read SCIENCE DIGEST, The articles are readsble by the
laymen (and even sclentists are laymen in some other field) and are a
gold mine of new ideas. The best popular science writer appearing in SF
maegazines 1s Asimov, and his u;eg%§;§gw@3§$§§mmm Tl Lu&g%%y“MMﬂﬁ%,@
articles are often reprinted [Huareizie sy €w~4%%99ﬂ|qll! & oot
in SD, Does thls mean that gl
F&SF has gone fact on us? I S
don't mind one or two sclence
articles in sf magazines, we
have had them from the begln-
ning «... and now I see by SF
TIMES that AMAZING will have a
fact article or two, I only
hope thls 1s not a symptom oOf
11lness, as have been changes
to fact in other prozines, but
merely an effort to dlgnify
the magazine,

/SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN is writ-
ten for laymen; just for more
advanced laymen than SCIENCE
DIGEST, I don't buy 1t, be-
cause they usually have only [olii
one article per issue that I'm [
interested in, but I can't say jry"’,,,‘ i
that I've ever had any S8
trouble understanding those,/ 7 4ty

articles that I did read:%f:/#
’
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An¢. the series of "Scientific American Books", which were composed of
reprinted megazine alrtlicles grouped by subject, were excellent, I'll
telzs Ley over Asimov, but that's because I'm more interested in what
he writes about. RSC/

DON AWDERSON, 141 Shafy Creck R3., Rochester 23, N.Y. - I'm trying %o
figure what Dick Schultz is figurlng to do wlth that throwing lnirfe,
Lilzg, knock over a little small game, maybe, but small animals are
mighty tough targets. As far as self defense goes, I have never heard
of a single instance of a person being killed by a thrown knife, movies
and tv notwithstanding.

LESLIE SAMPLE, 27735 Willingham Pr., Columbia, So, Carolina - Seems to

me that Campbell's change of the name from ASTOUNDING to ANALOC doesn't
really make much difference. When the new smendment to the US Post Of-
fice Rules is passed {and I fear 1% will be, in spite of the protests

of indlgnent fen) the mag 18 doomed anyway. So why gulbble over a title?
/Yiaybe fthat's why Campbell is interested in the Dean Drive —- he fig-
ures on delivering the mag wilthout using the Post offlce. RSC/

PHIL HARRELL, 2632 Vincent Ave., NorfolX ©, Va. - This was the most
fabulous 1sh of YARO (#90) thet Ifve yet szan. I could tell At was
going to be even before I opened the holding staples to reveal the
liagnificent Dollens (ahhh, ¥emories of Deteniion) cover which I have
since framed, YANDRO and all, ....This lsh was 80 magnificent that I
can't gay enouzh Ghood things about Ait. A
/There's more, but weire modest, Why don't all of you readers write a
letter like this, at, leas®t cnce a year? ligkes a publisher feel go00d,/

CRAIG COCHRAN, U€7 ¥, let. St., Scottsdale, Arizona - Wood was inter-
esting but I gather from his article that he didn't enjoy "Flesh® very
much and thought it set a bad example of the new sclence fletion. I
don't entirely agrse with him. If the Szecon books are the new science
fiction I don't $hink that I am golng tn like it but of the Beacon
bosks I have read I thoucht Phiils was the most differcnt and interest-—
ing of the bunch, I enj)oyed it wore than "Virgin Planet® or "Troubled
Star™, I have missed the other cnes because I just haven't zotten
around to ordering any.
/You haven't missgd much. "Flesh" and "Virgln Planet" are probably the
best of the bunch, along with Farmer's new "A Woman A Day" -- which is |
just the old STARTLING novellette ™Mecth And JRust" spiced up wilth a new
first chapter and rewritten to remove the o;nnections with "The Lovers",
Mostiy, the serles nas been pretiy bad. 150

%ﬁis book that Alan wasptalk{ng about seems to be made up of those
strancge happenings that FATE wag always printing. I never 4id like the
things because they are so absurd that they made me sick when 1 read
then, - .

Glovannils article was the test thing in this ish, I enjoyed read—
ing it very much even if I have never heard of Maurice Renard.
We have more letters, but we alsc have a peld advertisement, so I guess
we'll quit here, One letter which I know will be held over until nex
issue is 514 Coleman's reply ' tc Donahd. Then we have several pages from
Dick Schultz and a letter from George Wells, and....what do you know?
We got most of the others published. See you in Pilttsburgh. nso
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An gdvertisement

For the Satanicel minded...SATA provides
mor off the bedten track-—in fact,

the tyne of humor you have to track
down. In this i¥sue, #12, the infamous
bullfiddle player is back...but hidden
so well even the astute will have
difficalty digging him up.

The tputh of the matter i1s that if you're
fanaticsl about being non-fanaticel,
SATA is your magazine,
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